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The aim of the study was to investigate the interactions of problematic
life domains on students' academic dishonesty. The method of this
study was descriptive-correlational. The statistical population of this
study included students of the faculties of University of Tehran in the
academic year 1402-1403. Using the multi-stage cluster sampling
method, a sample of 358 people (167 female students and 191 male
students) was selected. Using the questionnaires of academic
dishonesty, self-control, personal ethics, moral identity, deviant peers,
attachment to the university, attachment to parents, and parental
supervision, the research hypotheses were analyzed using statistical
tests of correlation coefficient, multiple and hierarchical regression
(SPSS software version 27), and structural equation modeling (Amos
software version 24). The results showed that demographic variables
such as gender (male), lower education level and older age are
significantly associated with increased academic dishonesty. Also, the
problematic domains of personal, family, academic and peer life have
a significant effect on students' academically dishonest behaviors. In
particular, the interaction between different problematic life domains
also plays an important moderating role. For example, the interaction
of the personal domain with the family domain and the personal
domain with the academic domain significantly predict academic
dishonesty. In addition, the interaction of the peer domain with the
family domain and the peer domain with the academic domain also
have a significant effect on increased academic dishonesty. According
to the findings of this study, students’ attempts at academic
dishonesty can be seen as a product of the disintegration and
uncompromising presence of the individual in different domains of
life. In other words, this study emphasizes the need for comprehensive
policy interventions that address the multifaceted nature of academic
dishonesty. By targeting the individual, family, peer, and academic
problematic areas, as well as focusing on the motivations and
deterrents to academic dishonesty, universities can develop more
effective strategies to promote academic integrity and reduce
unethical behavior among students.
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INTRODUCTION

Academic dishonesty is recognized as a pervasive phenomenon in academic
environments, with some researchers describing it as an "epidemic" (Rinkey et al.,
2024; Zhao et al., 2024). This phenomenon encompasses behaviors such as
plagiarism, data fabrication, exam cheating, and other forms of scientific
misconduct. In Iran, despite efforts such as the establishment of the IranDoc system
to combat academic fraud, significant challenges remain in this area. For instance,
reports indicate that a considerable percentage of student theses and dissertations
contain unauthorized similarities (ISNA, 2023; IQNA, 2023). Additionally, the use
of modern tools like artificial intelligence (e.g., ChatGPT) for academic cheating has
further complicated this issue (Cassidy, 2023; Sullivan et al., 2023).

Academic dishonesty refers to any dishonest behavior aimed at gaining
academic advantages. These behaviors include plagiarism, data fabrication, exam
cheating, and other violations of scientific ethical norms (Sirca & Bilen, 2024;
Walker & Holtfreter, 2015). This phenomenon not only harms individuals but also
damages the reputation of educational institutions and the scientific community.

Recently, criminologists, emphasizing integrated theories, have proposed
combining sociological theories to enhance the explanatory power of phenomena
such as academic dishonesty. Theories such as social learning, self-control, general
strain, social bond, and rational choice have been highlighted as prominent
theoretical frameworks for explaining criminal behavior (Tibbetts, 2019). However,
some researchers argue that integrating these theories into a unified framework can
provide a stronger explanation for social phenomena, as the strengths of one theory
can compensate for the weaknesses of another (Farrington, 2017). In this regard,
Agnew's General Theory of Crime (2005) has gained attention as an integrated
theory. This theory emphasizes the interaction of individual, social, and situational
factors, demonstrating that these factors operate cumulatively and interactively
(Baskin et al., 2016; Mann et al., 2016).

Agnew's General Theory of Crime (2005), with its emphasis on the interaction
of problematic life domains (family, education, peers, work, and self), is considered
a key framework for explaining academic dishonesty. This theory illustrates how
disruptions in these domains and their interactions can create the necessary
motivations for dishonest behaviors such as cheating or plagiarism. For example,
academic pressures, family problems, or lack of social support can push students
toward unethical behaviors. By applying this framework, a deeper understanding of
the underlying mechanisms of academic dishonesty can be achieved, allowing for
the simultaneous examination of individual and contextual factors (such as social
norms and institutional pressures). This comprehensive approach facilitates the
development of effective interventions to reduce dishonest behaviors.

Agnew's General Theory of Crime (2005), emphasizing the interaction of
problematic life domains, posits that academic dishonesty is a complex outcome of



the interplay between individual, familial, academic, peer, and occupational factors.
For instance, students with low self-control and weak moral identity (Blachino et
al,, 2022; Fida et al., 2018) are more prone to academic dishonesty when faced with
academic pressures or family issues (Kent Maimon et al., 2015; Cochran, 2017).
Deviant peers exacerbate these behaviors by normalizing cheating and reducing
feelings of guilt (Evans et al., 2022; Bergesen et al., 2019). On the other hand, weak
attachment to the university and experiences of discrimination or poor quality of
university life (Gentia et al., 2017; Clinch et al., 2021) can push students toward
cheating as a way to compensate for inequalities or alleviate academic pressures.
These complex interactions between different life domains highlight the need for a
comprehensive, multi-faceted approach to understanding and reducing academic
dishonesty. Based on this, the research hypotheses are formulated as follows:

Hypothesis 1: The problematic family domain moderates the relationship
between the problematic self domain and academic dishonesty.

Hypothesis 2: The problematic academic domain moderates the relationship
between the problematic individual domain and academic dishonesty.

Hypothesis 3: The problematic peer domain moderates the relationship between
the problematic self domain and academic dishonesty.

Hypothesis 4: The problematic academic domain moderates the relationship
between the problematic peer domain and academic dishonesty.

METHODOLOGY

This study aims to investigate academic dishonesty based on Agnew's General
Theory of Crime (life domains). Methodologically, the research is descriptive and
cross-sectional, with an applied purpose. Data were collected through a survey and
field study. The statistical population included students from the University of
Tehran, selected using a multi-stage cluster sampling method. The sample size was
calculated using G*Power software (version 3.1.9.6), considering an F ratio, 11
predictor variables (including 7 subscales of Agnew's General Theory of Crime and
4 demographic variables such as age, education, marital status, and gender),
resulting in a sample size of 287. Accounting for a 30% potential dropout rate, the
final sample size was increased to 373. To enhance sampling validity, researchers
were stationed at the entrances of selected faculties, and every third student (6th,
9th, 12th, etc.) was invited to participate. If a student declined, the next student was
approached. Questionnaires were distributed in a calm, stress-free environment,
and participation was entirely voluntary. Participants were assured of
confidentiality and could withdraw at any stage. Out of 378 distributed
questionnaires, 358 were used for analysis after excluding incomplete responses.

46.6% of the respondents were female and 53.4% were male students. 17.6% of
the respondents were under 20 years old, 57.3% were between 21 and 25 years old,
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16.5% were between 26 and 30 years old, and 8.7% were over 30 years old. 9.2% had
a high school diploma, 56.1% had a bachelor's degree, 21.5% had a master's degree,
and 13.1% had a doctoral degree. 86% of the students were single and 14% were
married.

To assess academic dishonesty, a modified version of the Farnese et al. (2011)
questionnaire was utilized. This scale was translated into Persian by Shokri and
Abbaszadeh (2019), and its validity and reliability were confirmed. The scale
employs a Likert format ranging from "never" (score 0) to "always" (score 4).
The personal domain consists of three subscales: self-control, measured with five
items (Hirtenlehner & Hardy, 2016); weak personal morality, assessed with seven
items (Wikstrom & Svensson, 2010); and weak moral identity, evaluated with five
items (Aquino et al., 2002). The peer domain was measured using five items
(Hirtenlehner & Hardy, 2016; Kabiri et al., 2019, 2022). The academic domain was
examined through the construct of attachment to the university, measured with
seven items. The family domain includes two constructs: attachment to parents and
parental supervision, both measured using items provided by Kim et al. (2017) and
Kabiri et al. (2019). All scales are based on a Likert format ranging from "strongly
disagree" (score 1) to "strongly agree" (score 5). Higher scores on these scales
indicate poor functioning in the respective life domains (self, peers, academic, and
family).

FINDINGS

To examine the moderating relationships in this study, the PROCESS add-on in
SPSS version 27 was used. The results showed that the variable problematic self
domain * problematic family domainindicates the moderating role of the
problematic family domain in the relationship between the problematic self domain
and academic dishonesty. In other words, the effect of this interaction (coefficient:
0.004; P-value: 0.008) remains significant even after controlling for demographic
variables, highlighting the strong influence of the problematic family domain in this
relationship (change in R 0.013; F-statistic: 7.11; P-value: 0.008).

Similarly, the variable problematic self domain * problematic academic
domain reflects the moderating role of the problematic academic domain in the
relationship between the problematic self domain and academic dishonesty. As
observed, the effect of this interaction (coefficient: 0.005; P-value: 0.025) remains
significant after controlling for demographic variables, underscoring the strong
influence of the problematic academic domain in this relationship (change in R*:
0.010; F-statistic: 7.04; P-value: 0.025).

On the other hand, the variable problematic self domain * problematic peer
domain represents the moderating role of the problematic peer domain in the
relationship between the problematic self domain and academic dishonesty.
However, the effect of this interaction (coefficient: 0.001; P-value: 0.728) is not



significant after controlling for demographic variables (change in R* 0.0001; F-
statistic: 0.120; P-value: 0.728).

Additionally, the variable problematic peer domain * problematic family
domain demonstrates the moderating role of the problematic family domain in the
relationship between the problematic peer domain and academic dishonesty. As
observed, the effect of this interaction (coefficient: 0.021; P-value: 0.001) remains
significant even after controlling for demographic variables, highlighting the strong
influence of the problematic family domain in this relationship (change in R* 0.021;
F-statistic: 26.281; P-value: 0.001).

Finally, the variable problematic peer domain * problematic academic
domain indicates the moderating role of the problematic academic domain in the
relationship between the problematic peer domain and academic dishonesty. As
observed, the effect of this interaction (coefficient: 0.016; P-value: 0.027) remains
significant after controlling for demographic variables, underscoring the strong
influence of the problematic academic domain in this relationship (change in R*
0.016; F-statistic: 9.137; P-value: 0.027).

CONCLUSION

The findings reveal that the four life domains—self, family, peers, and academic—
interact in influencing individual behavior (academic dishonesty). By applying
Agnew's General Theory of Crime to academic dishonesty, this study not only
provides empirical support for the theory but also extends its application to
academic misconduct.

The study highlights the significant moderating role of the problematic family
domain in the relationship between the self domain and academic dishonesty.
Specifically, when family issues increase, the decline in the quality of the self domain
(e.g., low self-control or weak moral identity) significantly raises the likelihood of
academic dishonesty. According to Agnew's theory, deviant behaviors like academic
dishonesty result from the complex interplay between self and environmental
factors. In this study, the interaction between the problematic self domain and the
problematic academic domain emerged as a key factor in explaining academic
dishonesty. When students face issues in the self domain, such as low self-control,
weak moral identity, or poor emotional regulation, their tendency toward dishonest
behaviors increases. However, this effect is exacerbated by environmental issues in
the academic domain, such as weak attachment to the university, experiences of
discrimination, or poor quality of university life.

The findings also indicate that family issues, such as lack of emotional support,
family conflicts, or insufficient parental supervision, can lead to feelings of isolation,
stress, and emotional insecurity. In such situations, students are more influenced by
peers, especially if those peers engage in dishonest behaviors. Similarly, problems in
the academic domain, such as weak attachment to the university or poor quality of
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university life, can lead to feelings of disconnection and stress, making students
more susceptible to peer influence and more likely to engage in dishonest behaviors
as a coping mechanism.

NOVELTY

The study of academic dishonesty is important for several reasons, including its
significant impact on higher education, the need to apply integrated theories, and its
practical implications for academic integrity and student growth. This phenomenon
is widespread in universities around the world. From plagiarism to cheating on
exams, students often resort to unethical behaviors for multiple reasons, often
stemming from problematic domains of life. However, no research in Iran has
examined the impact of problematic life domains on academic dishonesty through
the lens of Agnew's (2005) general theory of crime. This theory draws attention to
the mutual effects of these contexts by proposing an itegrated model consisting of a
set of risk factors across different domains of life, such as the self, family, academic,
and peer spheres.
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1. Aquino & Reed
2. Average Variance Extracted (AVE)
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