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The book “Unfinished Dream” is compiled in 8 chapters and 293
pages. The method of conducting this research is qualitative, and
among the various qualitative methods, focus group interviews were
used to obtain the information required for this research. The sample
population of this research is all public universities. For qualitative
sampling, one university was first selected from each of the northern,
central, eastern, and western provinces. In the initial studies,
Mazandaran University was selected from the north, Arak University
from the center, Sistan and Baluchestan University from the
southeast, and Bu-Ali-Sina University of Hamadan from the west of
the country. This book shows in the research findings section; the gap
between the expectations of the girls participating in this research
from the university and the existing social reality is very large. This
gap can be understood within the framework of the following factors:
the low quality of universities, the significant difference between
central and peripheral universities, the widespread atmosphere of
lethargy and despair in universities, the suppression of students'
motivations by various factors in universities, the lack of a suitable
platform for scientific activity, the lack of material and welfare
facilities, the weakness of association activities, the lack of vitality and
open cultural space. This book suggests that the Ministry of Science
end the policies of gender quotas, gender segregation, and gender
indigenization and consider the university as an interactive space for
formalizing and respecting cultural, ethnic, and gender diversity.
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INTRODUCTION

The book "Unfinished Dream" is compiled in 8 chapters. The aim of this research is
to understand the issues and problems of female students in Iranian universities;
therefore, under the umbrella of this general aim, more specific questions will be
pursued: 1) What have girls expected from university? 2. How much is the gap
between their expectations from university and the existing reality? 3) How do
female students view their lives and future? 4) What are the achievements of
university for girls?

The method of conducting this research is qualitative, and among the various
qualitative methods, focus group interviews were used to obtain the information
required for this research. The sample population of this research is all public
universities. For qualitative sampling, one university was first selected from each of
the northern, central, eastern, and western provinces. In the initial studies,
Mazandaran University was selected from the north, Arak University from the
center, Sistan and Baluchestan University from the southeast, and Bu-Ali-Sina
University of Hamedan from the west of the country.

The research findings show that the gap between the expectations of the girls
participating in this research from the university and the existing social reality is
very large. This gap can be understood in the framework of the following factors:
low quality of universities, significant differences between central and peripheral
universities, widespread atmosphere of lethargy and despair in universities,
suppression of students' motivations by various factors in universities, lack of a
suitable platform for scientific activity, lack of material and welfare facilities, weak
association activity, lack of vitality and cultural open space.

Some of the most important suggestions of this research include: trying to make
courses more efficient, more connected to the university and the community, needs
assessment to create fields that are appropriate to the labor market, and eliminating
fields that the community does not need. In the researcher's opinion, trying to select
professors who have the knowledge, commitment, interest, and talent necessary for
teaching is also one of the responsibilities of the Ministry of Science. The Ministry
of Science should be able to remove the suspicions of meta-scientific selection and
design a process that leads to attracting professors who have the ability to teach, are
motivating individuals, and create a desire to learn and question in students.
Finally, it is suggested that the Ministry of Science end the policies of gender quotas,
gender segregation, and gender indigenization, and consider the university as an
interactive space to formalize and respect cultural, ethnic, and gender diversity.

THE MOST IMPORTANT CRITICAL POINTS

This book and in fact this research provides many points and findings for further
understanding of the situation, expectations and lived experience of female students
in Iranian universities, which can be very useful for officials and planners in this



field. However, some weaknesses are also observed, the most important of which are
as follows:

1. The title of the book creates the expectation that the book will focus on the
lived experience of students on student life, such as experience of the classroom
environment, relationships and interaction with classmates and professors, doing
student assignments and exam season, living in the dormitory, participation and
interaction with student groups, etc. However, the focus of the book in the general
section is on the findings of quantitative research and statistical documentation, and
in the research questions section, the questions are not in this direction and focus
more on students' expectations from the university and the job market and their
future. Of course, in some cases, the interviewees have referred to their lived
experiences, but in many cases, they have merely expressed their opinions and
wishes, and have inclined the research towards a survey.

2. In the research background section, the researcher focuses on research
conducted abroad, especially in France. In this section, there was no room for
criticism and review of research conducted on the lived experience of students in
Iran. For example, the researcher could have referred to the study “Students’ Lived
and Perceived Experiences; A Case Study of an Iranian University” conducted by
Magsood Farastkhah.

3. Although students provide good opinions in conducting interviews, it seems
that the interviews and the way the focus group is managed remain at the first level
and fail to enter the second level and somehow analyze the causes and reasons for
the current situation, and we do not know what factors the students’ opinions and
lived experience consider important in creating the current situation. Of course,
since the aim of the research is not qualitative causal analysis, not entering this level
is not considered a defect and is only a suggestion to complete and deepen the
research.

In the end, it should be said; the text of the book did not have many editing
errors and the text of the dialogue was clear and consistent, the only glaring mistake
was the failure to mention "Chapter 6: Hope for the Future and the Issue of
Women's Employment" in the book list section. Also, when a research is published
in the form of a book, it is better to deviate from the format of chaptering and
heading a research. This was observed to some extent, but in Chapter 1, the general
chapter, there was more room for work.
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