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Regardless of stereotypes, values, or gender orientation, a general
assessment of the university atmosphere and the status of continuing
education among boys in society suggests that the university
environment has become, or is tending to become, feminized. The aim
of this study is to explore and analyze the perceptions and
interpretations of social science facaulty members and students
regarding this situation. The present qualitative study was conducted in
2023-2024 with 32 participants at Yazd University and employed
thematic analysis for coding. The results indicate that, irrespective of the
ideological and affirmative orientations that are often statistical and
political, there exists a notable sense of fear, hope, and social anxiety
among female university students. The interviewed students experience
a range of emotions, including fear, hope, and panic regarding their
academic lives, primarily stemming from concerns about their social
and career futures. Factors such as the increasing age of marriage,
limited choices in selecting a spouse, family pressures, and heightened
expectations contribute to the negative outcomes identified in this
research. However, there are also positive consequences, including
enhanced social engagement, increased bargaining power, a pursuit of
justice, greater self-awareness, and the maximization of personal utility.
The five themes constructed from the research are: Visual Hyper-
Femininity, Environmental Tranquility, Personal Growth, Generalized
Imbalance, and Multifaceted Stagnation. It is recommended that
scientific and cultural policymakers consider the findings of this study
and conduct further research at the national level to explore the various
dimensions of this subject.
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INTRODUCTION

In Iran a shift in the gender ratio of university students will have significant cultural
and social implications for both the university and society at large. First, this change
reflects an alteration in the literacy rates of the gender group that is
underrepresented in higher education. For instance, with a female student
enrollment rate of 60%, it suggests that at least 10% of individuals from this group
have not pursued university education. Furthermore, attending university has
become a vital aspect of modern life, and those who do not enroll are often
marginalized as a result. Consequently, this shift in gender ratio is likely to impact
various aspects of life, including marriage patterns, childbearing rates, parenting
methods, and numerous other societal issues.

Yazd University is a prominent institution of higher education that, according
to the latest statistics, enrolls 13,400 students across various fields of study,
including humanities, technology, basic sciences, and more. Of these students,
approximately 41 percent are male, while about 59 percent are female. This 59
percent representation of women at Yazd University reflects a significant social
reality, highlighting the feminization of the university and the substantial presence
of women at Yazd University.

. The higher proportion of women at Yazd University compared to men may be
attributed to the cultural, traditional, and religious context of Yazd. Families in
Yazd likely prefer that their children study locally, as this allows for greater
accessibility and oversight. Consequently, the ability to monitor and support their
children is prioritized over attending universities outside the province, even if those
institutions offer more desirable fields of study. Thus, the accessibility and
manageability of education, along with social considerations, take precedence over
the specific academic discipline, making admission to Yazd University the primary
goal for many families in the region. Despite the local factors contributing to the
feminization of Yazd University, there is a broader statistical trend indicating a
female dominance among university students, with a significant number of women
and girls enrolling. This article aims to investigate the potential positive and
negative effects and consequences of this feminization from the perspectives of both
university students and professors. It seeks to understand how students evaluate this
phenomenon in a self-reflective context. Accordingly, the present study will explore
and analyze the perceptions and experiences of students and professors regarding
the feminine environment within the university.

METHODOLOGY

This research is a qualitative study conducted in Yazd during the 2023-2024
academic year. The participants were purposefully selected from among students
and professors in the social sciences department at the university. Following the
criterion of data saturation—meaning that data collection continued until no new



information emerged—32 participants were included in the study. Data were
collected using two methods: semi-structured interviews and open-ended text
questions. A total of 17 interviews were conducted, along with 15 open-ended
questions. The most significant questions focused on the lived experiences within
the university environment. The first question asked participants to explain their
understanding and experiences of the university environment in relation to gender.
Additionally, participants were asked to consider the positive and negative
consequences of such an environment. After data collection, the information was
analyzed using content analysis. The researcher was committed to upholding ethical
standards and integrity throughout the research process.

FINDINGS

In general, the participants deemed the existence of a space with a balanced gender
ratio essential for the university. A healthy environment, characterized by the
presence of both genders, fosters prosperity and growth. However, the current
situation does not reflect this ideal. The participants perceived the university
environment as gender-unbalanced, particularly noting the feminization of the
institution, especially in fields related to the humanities. This feminization has
yielded both positive and negative consequences. On the positive side, it has
contributed to the creation of a calm and stress-free environment, particularly for
female undergraduate students. In this setting, students feel comfortable expressing
their opinions in the classroom and presenting their coursework. Prior to entering
university, many students worry about being ridiculed or rejected by male
classmates; however, in classrooms where the majority of students are female, this
concern has largely dissipated. Conversely, the feminization of the university
highlights the growth and development of women in both the academic and societal
spheres, which cannot be overlooked. This shift has elevated the role of women in
society, enabling them to enter the labor market under better conditions and receive
more equitable wages. Nevertheless, undesirable consequences have also emerged
alongside this feminization. Participants expressed a desire for the university to
provide a platform for greater interaction and understanding between the sexes,
which is challenging in a predominantly female environment. In essence, they have
transitioned from a feminine space (high school and earlier) to another feminine
space at the university level. This shift has hindered the development of knowledge
and skills necessary for understanding the opposite sex, which is crucial for a
successful married life. Additionally, entering the university and this feminine space
has led to an accumulation of expectations among the participants.

The primary purpose of attending university is to pursue higher education and,
consequently, to connect with peers in similar circumstances. When boys do not
enroll in university, such opportunities for connection are lost. Girls find
themselves in a conflicting situation: they must choose between not attending
university and getting married or pursuing higher education and potentially
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missing out on marriage due to the limited number of boys who attend university.
When a girl enters postgraduate education, neither she nor the boys her age who
have not enrolled in university believe they are suitable matches for one another.
Furthermore, the increasing number of girls attending university often limits their
chances of securing jobs that align with the status of a university graduate. As a
result, their career prospects become vague and uncertain, leading many to prepare
for low-wage positions in the job market or non-governmental organizations. While
university offers opportunities for personal growth and development, the
heightened emphasis on femininity has unintentionally undermined the
expectations and aspirations of many girls. The themes explored in this discussion
are organized under five headings: Visual Hyper-Femininity, Environmental
Tranquility, Personal Growth, Generalized Imbalance, and Multifaceted Stagnation.

CONCLUSION

Regardless of any stereotypical, value-based, or gendered perspectives, it must be
acknowledged that the feminization and single-sex orientation of the university
environment have not met the expectations of participants in general. Research
findings indicate that while higher education has created unparalleled opportunities
for women and girls, the decline in boys' enrollment in universities and their neglect
of higher education have resulted in unexpected and unforeseen consequences for
society. Initially, it has created a uniform yet unsettled social environment for girls.
Those who sought to enter university during their educational years aimed to gain
greater awareness and knowledge about the opposite sex, enhance their life skills,
and, if necessary, pursue marriage and family life through higher education.
However, they find that university no longer offers such opportunities. The
prevalence of single-sex classes and the significant decline in male enrollment have
deprived girls of invaluable chances to develop their literacy and social
understanding of the opposite sex. On the other hand, attending university has
resulted in unforeseen consequences, such as an imbalance in literacy rates between
the two gender groups in society. This, in turn, can lead to further unfortunate
outcomes, including permanent celibacy among university-educated women,
particularly those with postgraduate degrees. Additionally, there may be an
imbalance in family formation, where an uneducated man marries an educated
woman, leading to uncertainty in child-rearing practices within such families.
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