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The book Academic Pedagogy: Dialectic of Opinion and Practice is
an academic and scientific work by Mohammad Yemeni Douzi
Sorkhabi, one of the distinguished experts in higher education in Iran.
In this book, the author has considered and reflected a number of
aspects worth noting for such as the ever-increasing complexities of
academic systems, and a comprehensive and interdisciplinary
approach regarding the nature of pedagogy in complex teaching-
learning situations in universities. The book which consists of 10
chapters, with its originality and novelty in Iran, can serve as an
impetus to reflect on the complex teaching-learning situations in
universities and criticize the linear view on the author’s part. By
taking a glance at this book, it can be said that the strengths outweigh
the weaknesses, including: the existence of a critical spirit, a complex
thought, a comprehensive and interdisciplinary approach in
discussing the subject, dynamism, coherent communication, novelty,
and attractiveness are among the topics of the chapters that can have
major imprint on the current higher education studies and the
audience. But the most important criticism of this book is its failure to
provide a clear definition of the concept of academic pedagogy
despite an extensive discussion about the subject as well as
contradictions in the initial claim by the author. The other
shortcoming is complex concepts and the broadness of the subject of

~ academic pedagogy that do not help readers properly understand it.
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INTRODUCTION

Perhaps it can be said that the book “Academic Pedagogy: Dialectic of
Opinion and Practice” is the first among Persian language sources that has
been written recently but specifically deals with how to know the nature of
the field of Pedagogy in complex teaching/learning situations at universities.
Mohammad Yamani Douzi Sorkhabi, in his work, tries to introduce
University Pedagogy to the scientific and academic community with a
complex thought but a thoughtful approach; and invites them to criticize
and self-reflect on the educational/learning situations, which is a missing
link in the field of higher education studies. Based on this, the motivation
for choosing this book for a review and contemplation on it while going
through its pages, for me, has been the novelty of this topic in Iran. It seems
that there is a need to introduce the subject more to professors, students and
university administrators/staff who are directly or indirectly involved with
educational/learning situations at universities. In other words, reading this
book can help them better understand the relevant facts and complex
educational/learning situations, and in general, academic ecosystem issues
by introducing to University Pedagogy. Accordingly, we take a quick look at
the book to introduce it and highlight some of the strong and weak points so
that its aspects can be clarified better and more lucid for the aforementioned
academic audience.

INTRODUCING BOOK

“Academic Pedagogy: Dialectic of Opinion and Practice” by Mohammad
Yamani Douzi Sorkhabi, Professor in the Faculty of Education and Psychology
of Shahid Beheshti University of Tehran, has been published in 501 pages by the
Institute for Cultural, Social, and Civilization Studies in 2021/2022. This book
contains the author's prelude and 10 chapters including: 1. Preface 2. The
Concept of University Pedagogy, 3. University Pedagogy: A Complex Mission
for a University, 4. University Pedagogy: A Field of Contradiction, 5. University
Pedagogy and the Problem of Leading the Learning Situations in Universities, 6.
University Pedagogy, a Transdisciplinary Field: By and Among Fields, 7.
University Pedagogy and Challenges Ahead, 8. Future Universities and
University Pedagogy 9. Necessities and Difficulties of University Pedagogy, and
10. Conclusion; University Pedagogy: Dialectic of Opinion and Practice, in
which the University Pedagogy is discussed comprehensively and thoroughly by
the author and the reader will get to know the general dimensions and depth of
the subject.



MOST IMPORTANT STRONG POINTS OF BOOK
1. Presence of a Critical Spirit in Expressing of Concepts

One of the strong points of the book is the criticism that flows in all its
aspects and the author tries to criticize the past views on a subject and
provides a new concept about it, i.e. it follows the facts of different aspects of
the university system. In other words, it can be said that there is no static
position while explaining a concept, with the author having complete
mastery over the subject, takes into account the principle of
comprehensiveness while trying to convey the best concept about it. For
instance, in Chapter 2, the author, (Yamani Douzi Sorkhabi) criticizes and
explores the concept of curriculum (course of studies) and by questioning it,
suggests a new framework for higher education curriculum.

2. Presence of Complex Thought, Comprehensiveness, Interdisciplinary
Approach to Subject

With regards to varied concepts, the author tries to take into account a
complex thought as well as a comprehensive and interdisciplinary approach
to the topic, so that it can be felt in the progression of the topics. Also,
throughout the book, he encourages university audience, especially
professors, students, and administrators, to have a complex thought and a
comprehensive and interdisciplinary approach while contemplating on
complex educational/learning situations, instead of a linear and quantitative
approach.

3. Dynamism and Coherence Between Topics

On the other hand, there is a dynamic and coherent relationship between
different concepts discussed in the book. As such, not only does each
chapter not have stability and stillness, but also is related to the topic of the
next chapter in a chain, and based on this, the author has tried to get into
the subject step by step and fundamentally examines and discusses
University Pedagogy from various aspects to be able to draw an overall
conclusion and create an overview of it for a semi-professional audience, as
indicated in Table of Contents.

4. Novelty and Attractiveness of Topics

The freshness and attractiveness of the discussed topics are another
strength of the book, meaning, it has a unique state for the audience to
automatically get attracted. But it must be mentioned as why this happens
and the answer is that the author presents a new approach to pedagogy in
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the book. As a matter of fact, based on the audience's background, which
only summarizes University Pedagogy on teaching techniques and methods
in educational/learning situations, the audience realizes that University
Pedagogy has a very complex concept that uses the connection of disciplines
and comprehensiveness, explains the complex educational situations of
learning by considering the complexities of the external and internal factors
of the academic ecosystem and considers all their facts.

5. A Turning Point for Higher Education Studies

The turning point this book brings to higher education studies is its
attempt to forward a complex and transdisciplinary approach to various
problems of academic systems. And considering variations and dynamics
regarding the University Pedagogy can examine different issues of higher
education comprehensively and in connection with different fields, use the
potential of activists of different academic fields, and be a basis for other
topics discussed in higher education studies. Also, by inviting academic
thinkers to be self-reflective, can suggest them to move away from the linear
and discipline-oriented approaches they use to examine higher education
issues, and encourage them to comprehensive, interdisciplinary, and
transdisciplinary approaches in higher education studies.

6. A Turning Point for Audience

By going through this book, the reader will learn how can he change his
linear view of teaching and learning situations and be able to think
intricately about this matter and know that the University Pedagogy does
not mean the techniques and methods of teaching at universities in its
popular sense, but has a complex field of thought and examines most of the
issues related to academic systems, especially educational/learning
situations, with the dialectic of opinion and practice.

MOST IMPORTANT CRITICAL POINTS OF BOOK
1. Failure to Provide a Clear Definition for University Pedagogy

The first criticism that comes to my mind about this book is that the
author mentions in the preface that one of the reasons for the theoretical
attention to the concept of University Pedagogy and the writing of this book
was his participation in the international conference on University
Pedagogy at Ghazi Ayaz University of Morocco in 2003 and states the lack
of providing a clear definition of the concept of University Pedagogy in that
university. Despite presenting numerous articles in different conferences
over the past two decades he must have known that if there is not a clear



definition for a concept, then it cannot be claimed to be scientific. However,
at the end of the book, he fails to provide a coherent and scientific definition
of it, and perhaps he believes that it is not possible to define it by using
predetermined rules and instructions, instead, expresses the characteristics
of University Pedagogy, which creates a little contradiction in the mind of
the audience. The question arises as why is there no definition for University
Pedagogy despite all these discussions about it?

2. Scope of Subject and Complexity of University Pedagogy Concept

Another criticism that can be raised about this book is that the author
takes into account many topics about University Pedagogy, which may
confuse the audience a little bit and unable to summarize the topics and
understand the author's main purpose, hence; the audience would feel to go
through the book several more times to understand. For example, in
Chapter 2 of the book, the author describes the concept of University
Pedagogy, which is an example of a broad scope of the topic in 83 pages. It
seems to me that the audience cannot summarize the topic merely after the
first reading and it will necessitate them to read it again. On the other hand,
due to the originality of the book and also the complexity of the concept of
University Pedagogy, some concepts proposed by the author create a little
problem for the audience to process the information obtained from it. In a
nutshell, there is a need of a complex thought to understand this book.
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