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As a science institution, the university is an important and effective
organization in the age of science and information. Therefore, it is
necessary to reach a comprehensive idea or a proper expansion of the
current idea in a way that preserves its entire identity. The idea of the
university should be able to cover all the missions of this institution,
from active presence in the context of dailylife to expanding the
boundaries of science; Of course, somehow prevents to reduce to a
commercial, economic or content production entity. Ever since Kant
proposed the "conflict of the faculties”, the question of university
actually reached to philosophy. After Kant, other philosophers such as
Heidegger, Gadamer, Jaspers and Habermas were also reflected on
this idea. recently, when role of the university in everydaylife has
increased, other fields have also addressed this category. In this
article, we want to show to achieve a comprehensive idea for the
university, it is necessary to be examined the university from non-
positivist philosophy of science perspective; Because the ideas from
other fields don't have the required comprehensiveness, and the
purely philosophical ideas are not concrete and effective in the
specific problem. For this, we first review the historical course of the
idea of the university and show that science is either neglected or
unclear in these ideas. In continue, we examine two contemporary
views whose ideas are more related to science and show that these two
are unsatisfied; despite they have a deeper view of science, but since
the origination of their idea was philosophy of education, they see
science just from educational view not universal. Finally, we state the
reasons of neglected of philosophy of science from the category of the
university: the first reason, consent to the general concept of science
in the begining, the second reason, the newness of this field, and the
third reason, the incompatibility of the common approaches of this
field with the university discussion. However, it is hoped that with
expansion of this field and its new approaches, a way can be found to
deal with the idea of the university.
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INTRODUCTION

The university, as a scientific institution, is a significant and influential
organization in the age of science and information. Therefore, reaching a
comprehensive idea or a suitable extension of the current idea about the
university, in a way that preserves its entire identity, is necessary and
essential. The idea of the university must be able to cover all the missions of
this institution, from active presence in everyday life to expanding the
boundaries of science; however, in a way that prevents it from being reduced
to a commercial, economic, or content production enterprise. With the
dominance of neoliberalism in the second half of the 20th century and the
prevalence of a commercial, economic, and managerial perspective, heavy
pressures were exerted on the independence and identity of the university as
a knowledge institution. With vast transformations such as globalization
and the centrality of information, the university has transformed from a
marginal and minority institution to a public, important, and influential
institution. In  other words,due to demographic changes in the
university, the rapid growth of science and technology, and its penetration
into everyday life,the wuniversity's crises have become more
pronounced. Today, the monopoly, credibility, and even the identity of the
university are threatened in the face of cyberspace and the widespread
spread of education in this space. With the accessibility of education, even at
the specialized level, the notion that one can acquire the necessary expertise
without a university has cast doubt on the identity of the university and its
necessity. On the other hand, in the face of the commercialization of affairs
in today's world, the university must be able to preserve its identity as a
knowledge institution so that it is not reduced to a corporate university and
commercial relations do not dominate scientific relations.In the
information age and the dominance of the informational perspective, the
university is also facing another crisis. In this confrontation, this institution
must be able to prevent its dissolution into an information center and
consolidate its nature as the institution in charge of science. In the face of
bureaucracy and the dominance of a managerial perspective, this institution
must be able to maintain its identity and independence while having
constructive internal and external interactions, and continue its scientific
life with dynamism and foresight. The problems mentioned above are a
description of the university's crisis in the present era.In societies like
ours, where the university institution was not created out of necessity but
based on looking at the West and imitating it, in addition to the mentioned
problems, more issues are ongoing. In such societies, ignorance of problems



and dilemmas, not accepting them, and lacking a serious determination to
address them worsen the situation of this institution. Lack of a deep
understanding of the nature and why of the university and not addressing
its philosophy and necessity has caused thinkers and experts to either not
believe in the university's problems at all, or if they see any problems or
dilemmas, instead of accepting it and trying to reflect and contemplate the
university institution, they attribute it to other parts or institutions of
society. This compounded ignorance or misdiagnosis of the problem and
dilemma causes the university, despite the vast

human, social, economic, and reputational capital it receives, not only to
lack the necessary effectiveness and efficiency for society, but also to become
devoid of dynamism, vitality, and scientific life itself. Therefore, addressing
this issue, especially from a philosophical perspective, is necessary, and
many philosophers have also addressed this discussion, but what has been
neglected and this article tries to relate it to the category of the university is
addressing the "idea of the university" from the perspective of the
philosophy of science. In this article, we intend to show that in order to
reach a comprehensive idea about the university in the present time, it is
necessary to examine the university from the perspective of non-positivist
philosophy of science; because the ideas resulting from other fields do not
have the necessary comprehensiveness, and purely philosophical ideas are
also not tangible and effective in this particular issue.

Since Kant published the "Conflict of the Faculties," the issue of the
university and a suitable idea for it has practically entered philosophy. After
Kant, other philosophers such as Heidegger, Gadamer, Jaspers, and
Habermas also pondered this idea. In these philosophical reflections, the
dominant aspect of attention is the independence of the university and
academic freedom. Kant saw the rule of philosophy, which is the sign of
reason,as the way to achieve it, Heidegger talked about self-
expression, Gadamer mentioned three forms of alienation that led to the
university crisis and considered returning to the original question as the way
to achieve academic freedom. The mentioned articles have been translated
into Persian and are available in the book "The Idea of the University" as a
collection of articles, and in other existing works.

The issue of the university has also been examined from other aspects. In
this article, two perspectives from the philosophy of education that focus on
science have been analyzed. The article by Visnovsky, "The University as a
Philosophical Problem" and the article by Arvanitakis, Hornsby titled
"Citizenship and the Thinking University".
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METHODOLOGY

First,a critical literature review using specific keywords will be
conducted, and an extensive search will be conducted in texts and
sources. Then, a combined model based on a summary of existing models or
intellectual schools will be obtained. Finally, based on conceptual
modeling, a completely new interpretation of the existing data will be
presented.

FINDINGS

The result of examining the historical course of the idea of the university is
that the dominant aspect of these ideas is academic freedom and the
independence of the university. Kant saw this in the light of the dominance
of the Faculty of Philosophy as reason, Heidegger considered paying
attention to self-governance and self-expression as the way to achieve it, and
Gadamer considered returning to the original question as the cure for the
crisis of alienation of the university. The basic question that arises is: what is
science that its institution should have such independence? Given the lack of
clarity in the meaning and purpose of science from the perspective of
philosophers, we cannot find an answer to this question. Satisfaction with
the general meaning of science in the early days did not leave room for
further reflection on it. Therefore,in the rest of the article, two
contemporary views that have focused on science in the issue of the
university and examined the university from this perspective are
addressed. Visnovsky considers the problem of the university to be a
deviation from creativity, as the lifeblood of knowledge and a vital factor in
the university, and considers the way to salvation to be reaching a creative
university. Arvanitakis, along with David Hornsby, consider the problem of
the university to be a focus on discipline-based education and believe that
the mission of the university is not to train specialists but rather to educate
research-oriented citizens who are achieved through reaching the thinking
university. However, since these two thinkers have looked at knowledge and
the university from the field of philosophy of education and do not benefit
from the components of the philosophy of science space, their view of
science is inadequate. Finally, the reasons for the neglect of the philosophy
of science in the category of the university are stated: the first reason is
satisfaction with the general concept of science in the early stages of the idea
of the university. The second reason is the newness of the philosophy of
science discipline, and the third reason is the lack of compatibility between
the common approaches of the philosophy of science and the discussion of



the university. However, it is hoped that with the new perspectives in the
philosophy of science and its new approaches such as the hermeneutics of
science, a way can be found to address the idea of the university from the
perspective of the philosophy of science.

CONCLUSION

Given that the university is an institution of science, having a
comprehensive meaning and purpose of science that can flow in all
scientific, social, cultural, and economic missions is necessary and
essential. Such a view cannot be obtained in pure philosophy because the
ideas resulting from it are not tangible and effective. On the other
hand, sociology, philosophy of education, or even the sociology of scientific
knowledge do not have the necessary comprehensiveness for
this. Therefore, it is necessary for the philosophy of science to enter this
category. Given the new perspectives in the philosophy of science and new
approaches in it such as the hermeneutics of science, it can be hoped that a
way can be found for this entry. The hermeneutical philosophy of
science, since it does not have the limitations of previous schools of the
philosophy of science, such as the propositional view of science, and on the
other hand does not dominate social or cultural aspects over science but is
still committed to the centrality of science and flows science in other
aspects, can be a horizon for observing the idea of the university in its
comprehensiveness and totality.

NOVELTY

The issue of the university has not been investigated from the perspective of
the philosophy of science. It is hoped that this article will be a breakthrough
for further studies and constructive developments in the idea of the
university.
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