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Innovation in its purpose, effect or method is closely related to social
conditions, in which, it is produced. Nevertheless, 1 believe that
innovations possess both form and content, with the first being made
of intellect and logic (instrumental and communicative that includes
economic, political and socio-cultural relations) and the second
utmost being based on morality (intentionality, equality and justice).
It is the form that leads to innovation in the shape of moral content.
The form of all innovations is somehow similar and as we said, it
includes economic, political and socio-cultural relations i.e. if relations
are aligned with the intention of equality, we come across economic
innovation. This is the condition where economic gaps and
discriminations grow in the form of production and employment (in
other words, welfare). But when relations are aligned with the
intention of freedom, we face technological innovation, the conditions
for controlling and managing the violence of nature towards us, in
other words, freedom from the shackles of nature (cold, heat, floods,
storms and exploitation of its resources). But when relations are
aligned with the intention of justice, we face social innovation, a
condition where social gaps and discriminations grow in the form of
education, empowerment, security and stability of life (liberation from
the poverty trap). Social innovation, as a new and interdisciplinary
concept that is less than a decade old, has been able to attract the
attention of politicians and statesmen to academics. Despite the
different and sometimes contradictory formulations, its ideal goal is to
reduce the existing gaps regardless of different discourses. The most
important goal of this article is to build the concept of social
innovation and then to explain it in the form of three existing
discourses (government, entrepreneurship and academic) and finally
the academic one (with the point that university in our country only
the possibility of creating and reproducing education and finally
innovation and the way out of the existing conditions) in the
"narrative of existing events” method. Based on this, while categorizing
educational and research centers in the country, we explained and
drew them in eighteen different forms.
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INTRODUCTION

Innovation in its purpose, effect or method is closely related to social
conditions in which it is produced. Nevertheless, innovations have both
form and content where the form is of reason and logic and the content is
morality. In other words, it is this form that leads to innovation in the form
of moral content. The form of all innovations is somehow similar and
includes economic, political and socio-cultural relations. It means that if
relations are aligned with the intention of equality, there is economic
innovation, a condition where economic gaps and discriminations are
improved in terms of production and employment (in other words,
prosperity). But when relations are aligned with freedom, there are
technological innovation, the condition for controlling and managing the
violence of nature towards us meaning freedom from the shackles of nature
(cold, heat, floods, storms and exploitation of its resources). But when
relationships are aligned with justice, there is social innovation, the
condition where social gaps and discriminations are improved in the form
of education, empowerment, security and stabile life (i.e. the liberation from
the poverty trap).

According to Goldsmith (2017), the main theme of Schumpeter's study
of innovation in 1912 suggests that "Innovation plays a role in economic
growth". But the study of this phenomenon by economists including
Freeman (1987) began seriously in the late A+s. Two currents of a new
growth theory (endogenous) and innovation system started these studies at
the same time. These two currents have had completely fundamental
differences with each other, with the first focusing on the role of innovation
(technology) in the growth of the macro economy and sees technology as a
black box in the production cycle, and the second being refers to the content
of the micro economy. But none of them consider social issues. In a 2005
report, the European Economic Cooperation and Development
Organization said that innovation is a multifaceted concept that includes the
output of these processes. Innovation processes include four activities
adoption (using innovations); adaptation (improvement of innovations);
diffusion (sharing or transferring innovations) and invention (creating new
innovations) and the four main types of outputs are product innovations
(goods and services); process innovation; marketing strategies;
organizational arrangement.

The Europe 2020 strategy defines three overarching and mutually
reinforcing priorities: smart growth, sustainable growth and inclusive
growth (UNCTAD, 2017). Through 2030, with the aim of positive change
through training social innovators and future social entrepreneurs, we



believe that our vision is to enable a better future with social innovation.
Conceptually, social innovation is linked to sustainable development
through meeting human needs. The 2030 directive, seen by the United
Nations as meeting the needs of the present without compromising the
ability of future generations to meet their needs, emphasizes the importance
of innovation to achieve the goals of sustainable development (Social
Innovation Academy, 2021).

It should not be forgotten that most of the social innovation literature
was formed in the last decade. It was due to several factors such as the
growing dissatisfaction with over-reliance on technology in the economic
innovation literature and policies. This dissatisfaction prompted to
investigate social innovation both in policy-making and in research. With
this situation, in my opinion, social innovation is a set of activities and many
that come up with better responses and parts for social problems of the
lower strata of society. This is done through social trends in the form of
local values and norms, in other words, creating social relations between
different groups that are interested in solving the problem, attracting their
participation and empowering them.

Accordingly, in this article, we seek to examine social innovation in the
form of existing discourses and explain it in the current conditions of the
country in the form of academic discourse.

METHODOLOGY

The research method is based on the "participatory research” perspective of
the Wends. In this view, work is on understanding the processes of change
and development in individuals, groups, organizations and other social
entities, including the government. This research first started with a reading
of the discourse literature and then examined the cases that were based on
this reading and finally got evaluated. During these case studies, the internal
events of several basic situations (here we mean the triad of government-
sovereignty, social-entrepreneurship and academia), a situation that can
help in understanding the existing situation, are explored and then searched
upon. This situation is presented in a theoretical, conceptual and abstract
forms (here, due to the limited possibility of presenting materials, only the
university discourse that has the most value is set). The result of this back-
and-forth between cases and conceptual opinion (discourses, the theoretical
foundations of innovation and development), is a narrative of social
innovation, which is presented in the analysis and conclusion.
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FINDINGS

Perhaps three discourses can be built upon three hierarchical levels of social
innovations. At the micro level, there are place-based social innovations (in
entrepreneurial discourse). They seek to meet the social needs of a specific
group of citizens and users in a specific location, increase capability, and
promote well-being. They focus on social demand that is not specifically met
by market activity or existing organizations and institutions (theorists of this
group are Bacon et al., 2008; Mulligan et al., 2007; Murray et al., 2010).
Society in this discourse (in the form of focusing on the elite) will widen
inequality rather than reducing it.

At the intermediate level (in the academic discourse), there are
innovations that address broader social challenges. They are broader
initiatives aimed at a national spatial scale, often related to the practice of
reducing deprivation and social integration (theorists of this group are
BEPA, 2014; European Commission, 2013). They change the development
of urban infrastructures, social subsystems, communities, organizations and
influence forms of governance. In this discourse, the university also seems to
expand internal inequalities with social innovations in the form of
educational, research and elite systems (scientific poles, growth and
innovation centers, etc.), but in the form of a developmental university, it is
possible to reduce inequality. We have drawn the internal issues and the
relationship with the society and ultimately the reduction of inequalities in
the society.

At the macro level (in government discourse), there are national to
international actions that cause fundamental and sustainable changes to
existing organizational structures, systems and relationships between
institutions and stakeholders and finally sustainable development. They
change the way society thinks and behaves (Theorists of this Group are
Avlino et al., 2014; Westley & Antadze, 2010). In this discourse, in the form
of political economy, the governance with social innovations seeks to
control, manage and ultimately social engineering of the society.

CONCLUSION

Perhaps we can establish educational centers (universities) and research
centers in this discourse as follows.

"Survival-oriented group", this often includes academic units of Payam-e
Noor, Farhangian and Islamic Azad universities, and other small
universities located in cities far from the center, as well as agricultural
research centers (which are not the subject of our study). This group lacks
any effort to improve its technological position.



"Group focused on prestige or dignity", this has efforts based on
experience (such as learning skills, imitating companies, copying technology
(also old ones) and to improve innovation and technology, but from there
who have a distance from the global community and their interactions are
limited within the region and rely on their insufficient knowledge base, their
learning is not sufficient (at the regional level) and they are unsuccessful in
the learning economy. In addition, the lack of research efforts deprives them
of the possibility of using explicit and codified global knowledge. An
example is technical, professional and applied science universities.

And finally, the "transformation oriented group” which has strong
interactions within and outside the region, they make the significant effort
to upgrade their technology knowhow, and in this effort they use both
official global knowledge (research) and tacit knowledge and different
methods of absorption, adaptation and collaboration. But due to the conflict
in the political economy system, these innovations and technologies are in
the fields of higher education and do not heal the pain of society and
industry. In the shadow of the political economy system to control and
engineer society or direct industries is in the spheres and goals of the
government, for this reason, it has the least relationship with the civil society
and the construction and support of the middle class. This group includes
central, technical and engineering universities.

NOVELTY

This article is based on a longitudinal study regarding the analysis of the
country's innovation system and these findings are presented as part of it.
We hope that new findings from this system can be helpful for future
researchers.
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