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University in Iran has become a social discourse, with its increasing tumult in our cities
becoming a demographic issue as well. Questioning the idea of the university, its historicity
and originality or whether the concept imported are part of this public debate as well as its
legitimacy in Iran as an institution for itself. Did the idea and history of Iranian university
come from "nothing"? This study discusses the issue by applying a meta-analysis of previous
studies which have already dealt with the emergence of the idea of university from a
prehistory. University was a social domain before it was a historical one. The materiality was
involved in the origin of this idea. In other words, the idea of the university arose from the
concrete transformation of Iranian context in the pre-constitutional period. Thus, a platform
for the debate was formed. The scientific knowledge in Iran was an emergent movement in
the minds; which arose and constructed from the very objective and concrete desires and
new mobilities of the Iranian society. Before the actual date of the university calendar could
be determined, this process was accompanied by struggles of about a century and a half. A
combination of factors such as war, contagious disease, famine, destruction and misfortune,
in addition to mobility and exchanges, a network of people and things and communications;
all helped prepare groups of Iranians as "subjects” to master it mentally/technically. They
spoke so much in the name of science (as a new knowledge base) until the birth of the
university. The idea and the history of Iranian university, whether weak or strong, also need
to be searched in the prehistory.
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INTRODUCTION

University in Iran has been an issue of debate for over a century that has gradually
turned into a public discourse. Hundreds of academic organizations and
institutions and related bodies now spread across the country, even in small cities,
encompassing millions of students of different fields. It has grown to the extent that
sometimes in distant places, the number of employees (faculty members, staff and
managers) as well as students and their families are equal to the total population of
the area. Is the Iranian university an original or an imported entity? How legitimate
is its idea and what is its origin? The question of this article is about the history of
the university and its idea in Iran.

METHODOLOGY

To study the historicity of university in Iran, a meta-analysis research method has
been used and its findings have been compared with previous researches. Some of
the important issues of the current research are: Has the university in Iran come
from nothing? If not; what made the condition fertile for the emergency of
university and its idea? What were the previous contexts, from which, the history of
university arose?

FINDINGS

The idea of a university in Iran cropped up from a material passage. In other words,
social life and its changes made it possible to develop the idea of a university. Ten
effective drivers in the formation of such idea in Iran were: 1. Security; 2. Health; 3.
Trade; 4. Buildings and facilities; 5. Agriculture and cultivation; 6. Government
planning and politics/diplomacy; 7. Education of the nation; 8. Population
management; 9. Leisure and aesthetics; and 10. Knowledge and truth. For example,
groups of Iranians realized that cholera is a scientific matter; while it used to be
considered a fate. The prehistory of the university in Iran began to face a decline
and therefore, our thinkers realized the necessity of a novel epistemological system
in knowledge. A few of the new elites called for a transformation in the production
of knowledge and methods of education.

The totality of these objective and subjective transformations between the pre-
and post-constitutional era provided the ground and reached the moment of the
birth of a university during Iran's modernization movement. Prior to that, Iranian
elites spoke much about knowledge and built a place or an institution for the same.
We see "speaking in the name of knowledge" in the first travelogues of Iranians. An
example is the travel book of Mirza Saleh. He went to London to study between
1815 and 1819, which is almost 110 years before the beginning of the history of the
university. Science is a central and prominent signifier in Mirza Saleh's travelogue
and other treatises and writings. From time to time, his attention is focused on
emerging scientific issues: Wool weaving machine, school for youth, hospital, a
machine that makes paper, minerals tied to a wheel and wrapped in a chain, the



cure for smallpox supported by doctors and surgeons, London business is in favor
of the population, 500 ships afloat on the Thames and, there are 30 hospitals in
London.

Also in Shushtri's travelogue titled Tohfa Al-Alam, which was written in the
1790s, we see the attention to new knowledge and arts; “New scientific and
technical products and structures such as cameras, clocks, cranes, odometers,
thermometers and ventilators, "School", "Boys and girls who go to school together",
"Critic newspaper”, "House of Justice (Parliament)’, "Business and Prosperity",
"Council and Consultancy”, "Printing", "Insurance" to "English Laws and Legal
Institutions and Justice" in which it is possible to condemn the government officials
with the people's complaint... .

CONCLUSION

It was tens of years before the establishment of a university in Iran that during the
19th century concrete changes were caused in the field led to discourses, and
modern science became a serious topic in this way. It was war, cholera, death,
disease, destruction, famine, drought, corruption, misfortune, anarchy and
devaluing of Iranians that made groups exchange a new plan of knowledge. The
scientific matter arose as a social matter from this concrete world and continued its
flow in the mental world. Illness became a scientific matter and not an earthly and
heavenly or a supernatural. In the first treatises of Iranians, hundreds of times the
affairs of the world were referred to the scientific ones. This was a time when there
was still a century and a half left from the beginning of the history of post-secondary
schools in Iran, let alone a university.

The historicity of university is wusually subject-oriented. In these
historiographies, the dominant assumption was that there is a distinction between
mind and object, between thinking and technique, and between concept and
context. But contrary to these untested assumptions; it was the introduction of new
objects such as printing machines, cameras, weapons, drugs, vaccines, telegraphs
and others into the sphere of Iranian life, which led the Iranian mind to a new plan
of knowledge in the pre-constitutional period, and the need to have a university. As
a matter of fact, the idea of a university in the post-constitutional period was born
from this passage, and thus, the history of the university was born.
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