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The establishment of humanities research institutions in Iran was historically slow as their
numbers could not reach to that of the fingers of one hand by the 1960s. But in the last
decade of Pahlavi's rule, more than 10 institutes and research centers were established in
various fields of humanities. Undoubtedly, their emergence was neither accidental nor
deliberate. The question arises as why did suddenly so many humanities research institutes
emerge in Iran? The current study was carried out using the historical studies method. In this
method, first, the required historical data were gathered from the main sources, archival
documents and researches and then analyzed in order to provide a new account on causes
and process behind the establishment of institutions between 1960s and 1970s, out of which,
the Research Institute of Humanities and Social Sciences was formed. The article, with a brief
insight into the developments in Iran after the White Revolution, finally comes to the
conclusion that the reason behind the establishment of various research institutions was due
to complex problems in the process of modernization, which made the Iranian government
subject to contradictions between reforms and repression on the one hand and social and
identity conflicts on the other. Since universities had an educational approach, they were
practically unable to respond to the country's research needs. Therefore, humanities research
institutes could help the government find ways to overcome modernization crises, attract the
cooperation of intellectuals and critics in humanities fields, and also show Iran's cultural and
civilizational capacities to the people of Iran and beyond. As such, the government put its
effort to establish these institutions. The history of Iran's scientific institutions, especially
research institutions, has not been documented and we are at the beginning of this path. The
author hopes this article would prove a way forward in reminding its importance and
necessity.
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INTRODUCTION

In Iran, the establishment of humanities research institutes is the outcome of
Iranians' encounter with Western civilization/modernity and their efforts to
understand this phenomenon. The first humanities research institute in Iran was
established during Naser al-Din Shah under the name "Dar al-Tarjomeh Naseri" or
"Dar al-Antaba’at Naseri" which was mainly active in the field of history and
geography of Iran and the translation of the history of the world’s developed
countries. Despite the age of this institution, the expansion and prosperity of
humanities research institutes in Iran was slow and historically delay. Throughout
the Qajar period and even after the constitutional revolution, no other research
institute was established. But this did not mean the halt in humanities research
activities because after the constitution, a wide movement in this field was formed.

During Reza Shah, the "Moasase Waez va Khatabeh" (Institute of Sermons and
Orations) was established as a huge propagation device to enlighten the Iranian
public regarding the new situation and regulate the relations between the
government and the clergy. Since 1938, this institute tuned into "Thought
Cultivation Organization”. This humanities research institute tried to inject
monarchist, modernist, religious-separatist (secularism), nationalist, antiquarian,
etc. thoughts into the Iranian society.

In 1948, the "Center for Study and Research in the Civilization and Culture of
Iran and the Middle East" as well as the "Institute of Social Studies and Research of
the University of Tehran" were established. However, the number of humanities
research institutes established until the beginning of the 1960s was just few. But in
the last decade of Pahlavi's rule, more than 10 institutes and research centers in
various fields of human sciences were emerged. Undoubtedly, their emergence was
not accidental and therefore, the question arsis as why did suddenly so many
humanities research institutes establish in Iran?

The fact is that there was a big leap in the establishment of humanities institutes
after the land reforms. It was only between 1865 and 1879 when more than 10
research institutes were established. With the exception of the Iranian Culture
Foundation, which was established in 1965, institutions such as the Shahnameh
Foundation, the Asian Cultural Documentation Center, the Humanities Research
Institute, the Iranian Center for the Study of Cultures, the Iranian Center for
Historical Research, the Royal Academy of Iranian Sciences, the Persian Language
Academy, the Academy of Literature and Art of Iran, the Royal Society of
Philosophy of Iran, the Research Institute of Communication Sciences and
Development of Iran, are all products of this period. After the Islamic Revolution,
the activity of these eleven institutions was stopped in its previous form. By
combining and integrating them, the Institute of Cultural Studies and Research was
formed in 1983, and a decade later it was renamed as the Institute of Humanities
and Cultural Studies. This article tries to analyze the motives behind establishing
these institutions.



METHODOLOGY

This article was compiled using the historical studies method. For this, first the
required data were collected from the main sources, including the memoirs of
political activists, the press, diaries, archival documents and new researches. The
author provided an important part of the data of this research from the archive of
the Research Institute of Social Sciences. After collecting the data, they were finally
analyzed to present a new account of the causes and process of establishing
humanities institutions between 1960 and 1970. Of course, the author, together with
two of his colleagues, has already published an important part of the documents of
the aforementioned humanities institutes and has referred to some of them in this
article.

FINDINGS

Taking a brief look at the developments in Iran after the White Revolution, the
article came to the point that this revolution marked one of the most extensive
social changes in the history of Iran. This also because the collapse of old structure
of Iranian society was based on agriculture within the framework of lord-serf
relations, and it was collapsed to give way to a new social order. As a result, the
labor force of the agricultural sector was greatly reduced and industrial employment
increased, that is, with the massive migration of rural people to cities; urbanization
grew surprisingly leading to the expansion in industrial working class. The changes
with same proportion occurred in the service sector, health, and education,
administrative and military forces. The number of students multiplied.
Urbanization as well as marginalization in Iran had high place among all developing
countries. One of the most obvious features of social changes was the faster than
usual growth of the new middle class, which now had new demands and
expectations in addition to the search for identity.

With a reference to these consequences, the article finally comes to the
conclusion that the establishment of various humanities research institutes in Iran
in the 1960s was in line with the country's situation, and therefore their
establishment had several reasons: First, it returned to the complexity of the
country's challenges and problems in the modernization process. The rapid
modernization made the country face new and different problems. Second, Iran's
government faced with a contradictory path between reforms and repression, and
choosing any of these paths or a combination of both required a problem analysis
and research. Third, the speed of changes in the country made the Iranian people
suffer from social and identity conflicts. This issue had become one of the main
critical discourses of the government, including Islamists, Marxist leftist currents,
and even elites and intellectuals who supported the government. It is clear that it
was impossible to get out of it without deep study. Fourth, since Iranian universities
had an educational approach, they were practically unable to respond to the
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research needs of various institutions in the country. Therefore, the government
came up with these institutions.

As such, humanities research institutes were established with different missions,
goals and functions so that each of them would respond to a part of the growing
research needs of the country and according to their mission would try to solve
problems and challenges. Based on their structure and function, these institutions
can be considered as thought-generating that, in addition to helping the
government in finding ways to overcome the crises arising from the modernization
process, were able to attract the cooperation between intellectuals and critics of
various fields of human science and at the same time, to introduce Iran's cultural
and civilizational capacities to Iranians and other nations.

CONCLUSION

It is necessary to identify, evaluate and analyze the performance of scientific and
research institutes dealing with humanities in Iran. This mission is possible when
scientific institutions pay attention to matter, i.e. by compiling yearbooks and oral
history of organizations and their leaders prepare grounds for this work. However,
Iran's scientific institutions, especially research centers, still lack their written
record, and we are at the beginning of this path. As a result, our understanding of
the capacities, capabilities, and strength of these institutes and their scientific
capitals is insignificant. Until they have their written record, we cannot have
understanding of their shortcomings and inadequacies. At present, the country is in
dire need of a review of these experiences. The author hopes to remind the
importance and necessity of the same through this article.
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